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PROVERBS xxvili. 9. 


He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, 


even bis prayers ſhall be abomination. 


TN times of calamity or danger, whether 
public or private, it is very natural to be- 
take ourſelves to God; and then, if ever, 


we are in the diſpoſition to inquire on what 
terms s God will hear us. 


We are not at n to regard the preſent 


circumſtances of our country as a ſtate of proſ—- 


perity and ſecurity. Religion does not ordina- 


rily rule either in the hearts or cabinets of 
princes. When Councils call for national hu- 
miliations and interceſſions to aſſiſt and proſper 
their deliberations, it is a natural and obvious 
inference that all things are not well, or that they 
are not likely to continue ſo: for it is, at leaſt, 


as true of ſtateſmen as of other men, that while 
they know no changes they fear not God.” 


An adverſary there is, whoſe reſentment it 


was not thought dangerous to provoke, and 
whoſe reſiſtance it was not thought indecent to 
_ deſpiſe, in the negociation with which no di- 
vine guidance and no bleſſing of heaven was 
implored, on which the ſword was drawn in 


confidence of human ſtrength ; againſt this ad- 


ves the nation has been called to faſt, and 


A 5 Pray, 
3 3 
— 
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pray, and humble herſelf in the fight of God, 5 
though from their humiliations we turned away 
with indignation. To this call, there are thou- 
ſands in the land, ſerious, judicious, loyal ſub- 
| Jets, who could pay no more than an hy pocri- 
tical obedience, Hypocriſy is not piety. What 
then is the injunction to commit it? It is nei- 
ther piety nor prudence. If the injunction is 

enforced by the denunciation of pains and pe. 
nalties, there is as little charity as godlineſs in 


the impoſition: and if the forfeiture of divine 


favour, if the wrath and indignation of God 

1s promiſed to the delinquent, there is as little 
policy as charity in the threatning; for who 
ever heard that the thunders of heaven waited 


5 on a : ſtateſman 8 bidding? ; 


5 Theſe things, my Avon, no wie ind 
8 ee man will number among the cir- 
cumſtances that ſuggeſt hope and comfort con- 
cerning the peace and proſperity of our native 
country. But theſe are not all the circumſtan- 
ces that demand and Juſtify the Hhamiliations 
of this day. 64 


Do the diviſions of a houſe, of a Kody. of a 
nation ſpeak well concerning their ſtability and 
_ happineſs? Does growing debt ſay any thing 
deſirable concerning the property and the in- 
dependence of a people? Does diſſipation pro- 


miſe that they ſhall continue to be wiſe? and 5 


: lopury that they mall continue to be n 3 
5 e ens © 


4; 5 ) 

That Private. virtue has ſo ſmall a ſhare in 
public characters: That public virtue is in ſo 
many inſtances trampled under foot by . 
eſted ambition, conſumed by party-zeal, 
ſuffered to die away through a cold and — 

inſenſibility; do theſe things promiſe well con- 
cerning public intereſts? That Nobles are ſo 
commonly more honourable in name than cha- 
rater: Fhat the Guardians of the people are 
reproached by their electors with corruption, 


while they are themſelves liable to the ſame ſevere 


recrimination; are thete the omens of national 
: felicity? ? 


That the Coiiſtirution, —— large- . 
enough experience of the inconveniences of 


ſuch an imperfection, and repeated remonſtran- 
ces againſt it, ſhould; in any inſtance, till 


remain unequal, dangerouſly and unjuſtly 


partial, claiming an equal degree of power, 
where there is not an equal guard againſt 
the abuſe of it: That the Law ſhould, in 
any inſtance, be unrighteous and oppreſſive; 
that dutiful and loyal ſubjects, rendering unto 
Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, but reſerving 


for the God of Czfar the things that are God's, 


-ſhould owe to connivance and forbearance what 


they have a right to claim on leſs humiliating, 


on ſurer, firmer, and more equitable grounds; 
that the moſt dutiful and”reſpe&ful application 


for the repeal of laws, fo inconſiſtent with the 
common rights of ſubjects and the fundamental 


laws of Chriſtianity, ſo incompatible with the 


A 2 5 general 
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general ſpirit and the true intereſts of the Britiſh 


| Conſtitution ; that ſuch repeated applications, 
ſupported: by the moſt cogent arguments, ſe- 
conded and recommended by the Guardians of 
the people, ſhould be frowned on from a higher 
ſtation, and rejected by thoſe who ought to 
know, and would be thought to believe, that 
the kingdom of Chriſt is not of this world; do 
theſe things, ſuch violations of the civil rights 
of men, ſuch inſults on the religious liberties 
of the ſubjects of Chriſt; do theſe 12 85 yoo 
* to our count? 


A 150 and Bp FH Clevgy; with the ex- 


ception of ſome names, abſolutely many, pro- 
portionally few, above my praiſe, who have at 
Hhceart the intereſts of truth and virtue, whoſe 
manners and whoſe. talents ſupport and adorn 
our common chriſtianity ; a ſupine and world- 
I Clergy, who having reverſed the apoſtle's 
maxim of conduct toward the people, ſeek not 
them but theirs, who are better practiſed in 
the affairs, the manners, and the intereſts of the 
world than in the word and the works of God; 
eaſier and happier any where than in the duties 
of their office; a part of whom, inſtead of keep- 
ing that which is committed to their truſt, uſurp- 
ing an authority which Jeſus has not given 
them, lend it to creeds and articles, in which 


genuine chriſtianity is in a manner loſt, which 


they themſelves oppoſe in their teaching, while 
they impoſe them by their W another Part , 


of 


690 


of whom, acknowledging the doctrine to be 
unchriſtian, and the impoſition unrighteous, 


tamely acquielce 1 in it without any thing more 


vigorous in behalf of Jeſus and his truth, than 
the-feeble wiſh that things were otherwiſe ; can 

ſuch a Clergy, who ought to be the“ kgs 

of the world, and the falt of the earth,” in 


peace edify the people committed to their care, 


and in danger comfort them? Can a ſupine and 


_ worldly Clergy preſerve them from corruption? 

from ſuch corruption that they ſhall. need no ſe- 

| vere and unwelcome operations of divine provi- 
Gene to reform them ? 


T he proſpects chat are e ſuggeſted by a Prieſt- 
hood ſuch as this, are they improved and 
brightened by the merits of a prieſt-deſpiſing 
Laity? Some of whom, through the influence 


of vice and unbelief, hate and revile the mini- 
ſters of Religion: Some of whom, thro? ſtupid 


careleſſneſs or impious ſelf-conceit, :negle&t the 
ordinances and inſtitutions of religion; whoſe 


buſineſs and whoſe pleaſures keep no ſabbaths; 


who forſake the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 
ther but for the purpoſes of ungodly gain, of 
irreligious diſſipation or licentious ſelf-indul- 
gence? Some indeed there are, who are not 


without the ſemblance of religion, yet their re- 


ligion is ut a ſemblance, floating in the head, 


ſounding on the tongue, conſpicuous enough 


in the houſe of God, but by themſelves not felt 
in the genuine ſentiments of piety upon the 


heart, 
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heart, nor by others ſeen in the genuine influences 

of piety on their converſation. Some there are, 
whoſe religion is indeed felt, whoſe religion 

does reach the heart, yet reacheth, not to pu- 

rify but to corrupt it; not to ſweeten it with 


that love wlich Chriſt himſelf has made the E 


badge of his diſciples, but to embitter it againſt 
all thoſe who conceive not of his Gofpel as they 
themſelves conceive of it; of no power to unite, 
but of much to diſunite them from their bre- 
thren; of u power to feed the fources of ſo- 
cial duty, and to ſtrengthen” the principles of 
| ſelf-government, but of nuch to looſe the bond 
of perfectneſs, and to deſtroy that hy which ; 
is che end of the commandment. We 


. Are | there not 1 ve; are there not in | 
_ our religions aſſemblies, are there not in big 
ſociety, —let me aſk it without offence and not 
Vithout effect, - are there not, in this ſociety, 
things that correſpond not to that apoſtolic 

law Let all things be done decently and in 
order?“ — Say, Is it decent that while the re- 
| fort to company and entertainments is ſuffi- 
ciently zealous and abundantly early, the reſort 


to the houſe of God ſhould be tardy and re- 


luctant? Is it decent that the word of God, 
| thoſe ſcriptures that are © able to make us wiſe 


unto ſalvation,” ſhould ordinarily be heard, in 


this place, by the leaſt part of this ſociety, 

and by them heard but imperfectly in the 

midſt of continual. diſtractions ? * Is it decent 
that, 


199 
chat, when the inſtitutions of religion are 
begun, you ſhould come into this houſe of 
God with leſs compoſure and decorum, with 
more noiſe and careleſſneſs, than to the viſit of 
à reſpected or even a familiar friend? Is it de- 


you ſhould abſent yourſelyes for reaſons that 
would not detain you from any other viſit? 
Is it decent that when preſent here in body, 


you ſhould be abſent in ſpirit ? Is it decent that 75 


the careleſs air, the vacant look, the drowſy 
eye ſhould beſpeak, beyond poſſibility of doubt, 

an indifference or inattention to the inſtruc- 

tions and admonitions of God's word? Is it 


decent that from the praiſes and ſupplications 


that ye here tender unto God, your minds 


4 be capable of being diverted by every 


trifle by which the eye or ear may happen to 
be ſtruck? Are theſe things, my brethren, the 
effects of zeal in the ſervice of God? the fruits 
of undiſſembled piety? the ſymptoms of ſerious 
religion? Is bere any evidence that ye improve 
the talents for which ye are to account? Do 
theſe things ſuggeſt any hope that ye are the 
better for the ordinances of religion? Do theſe 


things yield any pleaſing proſpects that, by the 


means of grace, ye will grow in grace? Is it 
thus that by the word of God ye can be ſancti- 
fied? Are theſe the conſiderations that could 
5 juſtify me if I ſhould boaſt of ,you, that ye 

| have thrown nothing into the aggregate of na- 5 
tional guilt, and might therefore have excuſed 
GE yourſelves 


Toles! {rin 10 5 | 

yourſelves if you had taken no ſhare: in the 
_ preſent national humiliation ? No Tou will 
own that theſe things yield you no comfort, 
and encourage no hope in God. You will ac- 


knowledge that humihation becomes you as well 
as others, and you will agree with me, that the 


national guilt is great enough to need no far- 


ther * from _— 3 av is wrong 


For, tell me, is not this the land where Reaſon 


haas attained to her moſt exquiſite improvement, 


and where the goſpel is enjoyed in uncorrupted 


purity? Look at the manners of your country: 


What ſay hey? To which do they better cor- 


8 


reſpond, to which do they more properly be- 
long, to the children of light and of the nal 


or to the children of the night and of darkneſs ? 


Where do you ſee that conformity to the image 
of the Son of God, which is the only teſt of 
genuine chriſtianity? Where do you not ſee 
thoſe vices both of the fleſh and of the ſpirit 
practiſed without fear, and avowed without 
ſhame, of which, even the charity that | 1s of 


Chriſt, that hopeth all things, cannot hope, 
- thar the votaries thereof a are his. 


White Unbelief, the child of Van and 


: Impatience, and the parent of Folly and Licen- 


tiouſneſs, retails her feeble ſophiſms and her 
aukward ridicule againſt that divine Inſtructreſs, 


| whom ſhe loves not becauſe ſhe Knows her not; 


how 


ee t 


1 

how many a are there, profeſt and ſerious behevers, 
| Who have engrafted on the truth as it is in Jeſus 
what is the proper object, if not of ſarcaſtic, 
yet, of ſerious invective; and who have alſo 
loaded the argument of their Advocates with 
the inefficacy of that doctrine, which profeſſes to 
be © a doctrine according to godlineſs,” © the 
power of God unto ſalvation,” and the divine 
original of which they own? While Infidelity is 

every where producing its proper fruits, where 
is it not that Faith lies dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? . 


In this land of light, where Religion freely 
offers herſelf to examination, and Propoſes her 
arguments to be tried, and entreats that it may 
be ſeen if they are wanting, can it be innocent 
wilfully to overlook, or wantonly to reject, the 
moſt important of our Maſter's talents, and 
the moſt precious gift of God? To confound 
the Goſpel with thoſe corrupt exhibitions of 
it which have no warrant in the Chriſtian 
Oracles, and which thoſe oracles a. 
while this book of God itſelf lies open in the 
view of all men, thus to confound the goſpel 
with the corruptions of it, and thence to argue 
againſt zbe truth as it is in Jeſus; is this ingenu- 
_ ous? is this innocent? is it not to confound, 
the guiltleſs with the guilty? is it not to ſlan- 
der and calumniate, and to judge unrighteous 
judgment? Caſually and cauſeleſsly to have taken 
up a ſuſpicion of the goſpel, and becauſe it has 
been taken up, to retain and cheriſh 1 it; to nurſe 


B | this 
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this unbelief with care and diligence, br 
lecting difficulties that need no ſolution, and 


by magnifying arguments, too minute, without 
ſuch aid from within the mind itſelf, to 
make any fort of impreſſion on it; to carry 
this unbelief, for encouragement, to the 
Scorner's chair; to ſtrengthen it by exerciſing 
it in hardy jeſts, in bold aſſertions and li- 
cCeentious witticiſms; is this the trial to which 
: pretenſions to divine authority ſhould be 
put? is this the reverence that is due to 
ſuch pretenſions? is this the enquiry of can- 
dor, of ſobriety, of reaſon? is this the love 
of truth? is this the improvement of in- 
telligence? are theſe the fymptoms of a good 
and honeſt heart? The unbelief of his country 
has no ſuch apology to plead as the un- 
belief of other countries, where Religion clothes 
| herſelf in the melancholy or fantaſtic garbs 
of Superſtition, and where ſhe. fights the 
| battles of the Lord with the ſword of Per- 
ſecution. The unbelief of theſe times has 
no ſuch excuſe to cover it as in the days 
when the nature of religion was leſs ac- 
curately underſtood, and the evidences of it 
leſs copiouſſy, leſs judicioufly, or leſs con- 
ſtantly diſplayed: Since the miracles on which 
the goſpel ſtands have been ſo often ſhewn to 
be moſt credibly atteſted; ſince the prophecies 
that bear witneſs to it, have been ſo often 
ſhewn to have been moſt accurately accom- 
Pliſed; ſince all 1 various evidences of it 


have, 


+ W 


* 


133 


proaches much nearer to that infidelity of the 


Jews, which brought down the wrath of God 
Upon them, and ſcattered them, for the wit 
neſſes of his truth, among all the nations under 


heaven. Of the unbelief, the ſtupid careleſs- 


_ neſs, the affected indifference, the contemptu: 
ous inſult with which the goſpel of God is 


treated, what is the genuine language? —— 
Is not this the language of it, Who is the 
Lord that we ſhould ſerve him? Depart 
from us, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy 


ways. Are theſe the ſentiments that will juſti- 
fy hope in God? What are the proſpects of a 
ferious mind concerning ſuch a country, where 
Unbelief, under ſuch aggravations, though it 
reigns not on the Throne, is found both in the 


higheſt and che loweſt ranks of life, is found 
among our Counſellors, is found among our 
Senators, is found in civil, is found in mili- 
tary offices, is found even in the ſacred offices 


of religion; where, notwithſtanding that it 
ſpreads among the Vulgar, it conſtitutes an eſ- 


ſential part of the polite and faſhiouable charac- 


ter, and grows with the growing diſpations of 


the age? For ſuch a land what is there to 
hope? If thus they © turn away their car from 


hearing the law,” what claim have they on God . 
that he ſhall not © turn away his ear from their 


prayer, and from them his mercy.” 


B2 - But 


have, from on all ſides, been continually a} | 
in upon the mind, the unbelief of Britain ap» 
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But if, in this 1 of light, unbelief eh? 
fiſts not, ordinarily, with integrity and inno- ; 
cence, what ſhall we ſay of the Believer « wha 
crucifies unto himſelf the Son of God afreſh, 


and puts him unto open ſhame ?“ Is it the con- 


duct of Unbelievers only that admits not of an 


excuſe? Is it zheir guilt alone that excites our 
1 apprehenſions for our country? Is it here that 
our whole demerit lies? Is it nothing more 
common with us to ſay to Chriſt, . Lord, 
- Lord, ” than © to do the will of his F ather who 
zs in heaven?” Do Practice and Profeſſion go 
hand in hand? is it nothing criminal that they 
do not? Is it a cauſe of humiliation that Infi- 
delity neglects God's great ſalvation, and none 
that we © give no more earneſt heed to the 
things which we have received? To betray the 
' goſpel, is this leſs criminal than to oppoſe it? 
While Infidelity turns away from or reſiſts every 
other argument, does it betoken no indifference 
about the honour of the goſpel, no diſloyalty to 
him whom we acknowledge God to have ſet 
cover us, no unfaithfulneſs to the intereſts of 
our brethren and to our own, to hold the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs, and to keep back that moſt 
powerful recommendation of the truth as it is 
in Jeſus, that by this truth we are ſanctified? Is 


the goſpel a talent which 1 it is criminal kt, =o 


or wilfully to ref, and, at the ſame time, a 
talent which receiving we may hide, may dif- 
Ms may os, and be Fay ? 


If to be 5 in name would ſupport 
bur hope, there were little need of this day's 
humiliations : But if to give ſucceſs to our 
| prayers, it be needful that we be chriſtians in 
| deed and in truth, however you may ſpeak peace 
to your own fouls: I know no warrant to juſtify 
your ſecurity and confidence: For, tell me, 
though we rank among the firſt of chriſtian | 
countries, is the character of this country chri- 


ſtian? To what could you appeal in N of 
that aſſertion F-- 


Would you ledge in proof of it, that we | 
5 Wn learnt to call the vileſt vices by the ſofteſt 
names? that intemperance is exalted into ſoci- 


ality, lewdneſs into gaiety, adultery 1 into gallantry, 


profaneneſs and obſcenity 1 into vivacity and ſpi- 
rit, frivolouſneſs into faſhionableneſs, and hypo- 
criſy into politeneſs? Would you produce in 
proof of it, that we have learnt to call the nobleſt 
virtues by the moſt ignominious appellations ? 
that devotion is enthuſiaſm, that conſcientiouſ- 
neſs is ſcrupuloſity, that integrity is obſtinacy, 
that non-conformity to faſhionable, though un- 
reaſonable notions, and to polite, though immoral | 
practices, 1 is ſuperſtition, weakneſs, and preciſeneſs? 
Are theſe the proofs of our chriſtianity ? Rt 


Will you g0 into our ſtreets, <4 thence PE , 
le& the evidences of intemperance, ſenſuality, 
and profaneneſs, which will not fail very ſoon 
to meet you there? Will you go into the ſcenes 


of 


[TER 
of mercantile and commercial is, a * thence. 
collect the ſelſiſn projects, the ordinary decep- 
tions, the authorized frauds, - the ſyſtematic 
over-reachings which Tradition not Reaſon, 
which Cuſtom not Religion, have ſanAified Þ 
will you thence collect the inſtances of thoſe - 
who, haſtening to be rich, have fallen into divers 
ſnares ; who impatient of poverty, of medio- 
crity, of inferior affluence, thro' the inſtigation : 
of avarice or ambition, have from day to day 
adventured, and at length accompliſhed, the 
ruin of many other families as well as of their 


own? Will you go into the ſcenes of public Re 


entertainment, and there in the moſt innocent 
of ſuch ſcenes, obſerve a ſight conſpicuous indeed 
to the ſerious eye, the Miniſters of Luxury 
and Vanity, the Panders of an outrageous ap- 
petite for pleaſure, more punctually met, more 
freely attended, and, almoſt beyond credit, 
more liberally rewarded than the Miniſters of | 
Virtue, the Inſtructors of Youth, and the Diſ- 
penſers of the bread of life? —Will you change 
the ſcenes of public entertainment for the ſcenes 
of public devotion ?. will you there remark the 
| giddy creatures who go thither for no better 
Purpoſes than thoſe which carry them to every 
bother concourſe ? will you there point out the 
Formaliſts, whoſe religion reſts in the hearing 
of the word, and the praying of the prayer? 
will you there note thoſe. who have not 
even ſo much grace, whoſe vanity, inſenſibi- 
li, impertinence, loquacity, does not leave 
; them 


them even at t the doors of the __ of God 287 
Will you quit theſe public ſcenes, for ſcenes 
more retired and domeſtic? will you thence 
collect the ſilly, inſipid, unedifying converſa- 
tion? will you there obſerve how faſt time 
flows, and how folly flows as faſt? will you 
obſerve how ſeldom the bounds of inneres 4 
are kept; how commonly ſuch aſſemblies are 
erected into uncandid and iniquitous tribunals, 

where the practices, the manners, the cuſtoms, 

the conduct of others, as innocent as our own, 
are tried by our own prejudices, and by that 
teſt condemned; where the affairs of others 
| occupy an impertinent concern, while our own 

moſt important affairs, both in company and 
in ſolitude, are neglected; in ſuch ſcenes will , 
you obſerve how often ſome abſent character is 
| facrificed to pride, to ſelf-conceit, to malignity 
and ill-will; and how often the very beſt cha- 
racters there preſent, are rudely pained and un- 

feelingly affronted by the worſt ? From theſe 
leſs public will you go into ſtill more private 
ſcenes of life? Will you enquire into the go- 
vernment of ſervants; into the education of 
children; will you produce me ſome evidence 
of our chriſtianity from theſe? If ſervants ſerve 
their maſters, what care is there whether they 
ſerve God or not? if children are accompliſhed, 
what care is there whether they be good. 


3 


Education i is not S 3 the world 


& # 3 * 


but for it; not to arm us againſt temptations, 
but 


(- . y 


but to betray us. to e # to ſhing, 
theſe are the objects of education, which ſel- 
dom riſes higher, in one half of the world, 
than the attainment of ſome mechanic or forme 
| liberal art; and in the other half, than the ac- 


quiſition of external accompliſhments. | To 


live well, unblameably, laudably, and uſefully ; k 
to be adorned with the true beauty of univerſal 
_ unaffected virtue; to ſhine in the ſolid glories 
of pure and undefiled religion, is this the object 
of the Many? their object for themſelves? their 
object for their children? The impoſing var- 
niſh of hollow manners, how often is it ſuffered 

| to take place, in our praiſes and our cares, of 
| fincere and ſubſtantial goodneſs ? - Are 
the houſes of their fathers to the riſing ge- 


neration the ſchools of piety, of ſelf. govern- 


ment, of ſober-mindedneſs? Alas, here it is 
that they firſt learn to neglect their Creator, 
and to neglect their ſouls. Here it is that they 
firſt imbibe the principles of frivoliſm, of va- 
nity, of extravagance. Here it is that they 
learn to make amuſement the end of life. Here 
it is that they early receive thoſe impreſſions, 
and acquire thoſe habits which, in a manner, 
preclude the poſſibility of acquiring a taſte for 
real pleaſure, and a capacity of ſolid worth. 
Here it is that they learn to ſeek for happineſs | 
from abroad, to go abroad in queſt of it, and 
to fetch it in, as they expect, from every thing 
that ſmiles and glitters in the eye of vain Ima- 
1 5 e Here it is chat ey learn t to admire. 
St | | - what. 


ut 
what is not admirable, to loye What is not 
lovely, to dread what is not dreadful, to place 
the point of honor where it cannot ſtand, to 
laugh at thoſe things which are not ridiculous, 
to make light of that which is very ſerious, and 
to play with thoſe things that are dangerous as 
firebrands, arrows, and death. Here it is that 
they learn to think duty dulneſs, time a burden, 
paſtimes bine, ſolitude melancholy, ſelf. con- 
verſation fupid and inſupportable. Here it is 
that they receive the ſeeds of that little, ſelfiſh, 
pilfering, diſaccompliſhing, time- conſuming, 
paſſion-ſtirring, heart-corrupting practice, 1. 
ming. Here it is that they acquire a taſte for 
thoſe romantic viſions, licentious novels, and 
ſeducing dramas, which inſpire, foſter and em- 
bolden the very worſt of paſſions; which ſug- 
geſt the very falſeft notions of human life; 
which excite the very vaineſt expectations from 
it, and tend moſt powerfully to * for 
: all! its moſt No ie: offices, 


Education thus n thus perverted, _ 


can you wonder at the frivolouſneſs, the irre- 


ligion, the diſſipations, the impertinences, the 


extravagances of the age? Can you wonder at 


the brutal ſenſuality of vulgar minds? Can you 
wonder that thoſe who eſteem themſelves the 
excellent of the earth, ſhould even glory in 
their more refined corruption? Is the degeneracy | 
of manners any marvel? Theſe things conſi- 
dered, what is it aſtoniſping that the general 
OS emulation 


I « 20, 1 . 
f emulation ſhould be in nothing great, —in no. 
thing good, —in vanity, in luxury, 1 in pomp, in n 
ſhow, in fantaſtic elegance, in taſteleſs ſingus 
larity, in inconvenient and unrighteous ex- 
pences, in ſpurning at the rank. wherein they 
have been born, in aſpiring to a ſuperior ſtation, 
in anticipating the manners of the ranks they 
envy and aſpire to, in daring to allow themſelves 
in that which they condemn, in bidding bold 
defiance to religion, to virtue, to decorum, to 
Propriety, to prudence ? What wonder that | 
vanity ſhould produce extravagance, that ex. 
travagance ſhould produce need, that need 
ſhould create dependence and enſnare integrity, 
and prepare the way, both in public and in 
private life, for crimes, corruption, and op- 
preſſion? In ſuch a country, what wonder that 
faſhion ſhould take place of reaſon, that po- 
liteneſs ſhould uſurp the rank of uprightneſs, 
that affectation, artifice, and inſincerity ſnould 
be taught by ſyſtem with applauſe, and that in 
ſuch a ſyſtem licentiouſneſs ſnould accompany 
hypocriſy with every other ſpecies of hog. 
and ſeduction? 5 
1 this the land where "he law of. God is | 
heard? — Tis preached. — But is unbelief, is 
vanity, is luxury, is profaneneſs, is libertiniſam 
the leſs criminal becauſe the goſpel is preach- 
ed in the land where theſe things are practiſed A 
Are theſe the proof that the ear is not turned 
away from Herne the law ? Are theſe your 
hope 


ta L 

hope that the prayer of ſuch a people ſhall not 

be abomination? If the goſpel-law is a law 
of piety,” of charity, of purity, what reaſon 
have we not to fear that the ear of God is ſhut 

againſt us, and that, to uſe the language of the 
prophet, It is iniquity even this day's o. 
kemn r meeting 3 hy 


2 


Will the confeſſion of he and | Chiſms : 
5 amongſt us, the tendency of which confeſſion 
is to abridge the common rights of. Chriſtians, 
to alienate the mind from free enquiry and 
from thoſe who preſume to make it, to render 
: odious practices and opinions which the church, 
has not eſtabliſhed, though the goſpel may have 
done it, and to ſanctify practices and opinions 
which, though the goſpel, has, not eſtabliſhed | 
them, have been eſtabliſhed by an uſurpation | 
on the authority of Chiift'; 1 the tendency of 5 
_—_ confeſſion is to contract the hearts which, 
be goſpel! vas ended to dilate, and to im- 
Far the peace Which was the laſt bequeſt of 6 
Jeſus to the” churches; will ſuch confeſſions E 
come up with approbation and acceptance into 
the eat of that God, whoſe command it is that 
we ſearch the ſeriptures; that every man be 
8. folly perſnaded py his own. mind; that we ſtand 
1 faſt i in the liberty where ewith Chriſt has made us, 
free?” ZWjll A names and unchriſtian judg- 
ments in the devotions of this day, render thoſe 
: devoribhg a an acceptable ſacrifice to God? — Will 
intereſted wt og: CL addreſſes Preſented at an 
97 
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earthly throne; will addreſſes as ſanguinary as 


they were adulatory ; will congratulations Se d 
thankſgivings for the blood that has. been 
ſhed, if not necdleſs] and wantonly, yet ac- 


tually and freely | ſhed ; Will theſe things can- 
cel all our other "guilt," in the eye of that : 


God, whoſe character is mercy, to whom we 
are taught to pray 6 forgive K 

as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us,” 
and whoſe command it is that when we pray 


our treſpaſſes 


for Kings and thoſe who are in authority, we 


lift up to him holy hands, without wrath and | 
without friving ?—Do theſe things | forebode a a 


happy iſſue of our preſent circumſtances ? Do 15 


they revive the hopes which the general re- 
collection of our national unworthineſs would 
cuauſe to languiſn? Do they embolden us to 
 confide in the counſels of Counſellors whoſe 
Character is not piety; and in the arms of 
55 Warriors, among whom though t 
 lieving Centurions and devout 2 who a 
ſerve their maker while they ſerve their country, 
Who fear God while they honour the king, 
who are not aſhamed of pure and incorruptible | 
manners, who diſdain that inſignificance and 


are be- 


libertiniſm, which the public opinion, falſe to 


the maxims of the goſpel, and alike falſe to 
the dictates of reaſon, looks for, allows, and . 

encourages in this Profeſſion z | yet the genera- 
5 lit 75 being formed out of the refuſe of- the 

earth, and ſerving the community in this, be- 

cauſe of a more : ſerious 8 they were 


. 


inca· | 


85 0 23 oy 3s 
(pili or of. a leſs idle one impatien 
naturally, in evil times, among the ward of 
evil men, and in any times, notwithitanding that 
they arrogate to themſelves, exchuſively in a 
manner, the character of honor, among the moſt” 
unprincipled, do 6 * IE of man. 


5 kind? 


5 Are ſuch thy nn to tine. 40 5 
character, thy circumſtances, O my country? 
Ah, ſee you not in theſe things the marks of a 

God-forlaking - and a God forſaken people } 1 


9 The Lord Jookerh from heaven. She” be. 
holdeth all the ſons of men ; from the place of 
his habitation he looketh on the inhabicane of 
the earth, "and he conlidereth all their works,” 
| Can he look with pleaſure upon Britain? Can 
| he look with bn e on ber vices growing 
as his mercies to her have been multiplied? 
Can he ſee with pleaſure the land that he hath 
cared for, forgetting that glorious and fearful 
name the' Lord their Cod? Can he fee with 


pleaſure thoſe to whom the lines are fallen in 
| ſuch pleaſant places alienated in their minds =p 


ho bey hold ſo dh an inberſtance? With oY 


' complacency can he ſee them, unattached to him 


by the remembrance of national deliverances 
ſo great and numerous, unmelted by the long 


enjoyment and increaſe of ſo many mercies, 


upimpreſt by his warnings and his chaſtiſements 
: "A 


i 


(44) 
as much as by his berälitiks and endernely 5 


With eomplateney can he behold that land 
which he has founded on the floods and guard- 
ed by the ſeas; which he has made the reſi- 
dence of health and tlie treaſury of plenty; in 
which, notwithſtanding many dangers from 
domeſtic tyrammy and foreign violence, he has 
fixed the ſeat of liberty; which by many won 
derful events he has emancipated from the 
_ chains of darkneſs and of ' ſuperſtition; on 
which the has ſhed. down' the brighteſt glories 

pdf the evangelic day; and Where he has erect- 
ed the comelieſt temiple of religion: With com- 
placency and pleaſure can he behold this land 
ſiending war and terror croſs the ocean; pleaſed 
Witk the devaſtations fle has 1 


ſready dee, ind 
Preparing to lake mo fe: in public as well as 
doe life 9 


a 


cine achse to honor; a= 
, to her 600g be and blood nr 
: Ty, 1 av e liberty; a J 
= net liebe ir 1 berry, wanton in, 
nfy Y, full, an ddenying God, tran ling, 
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May 1158 & God, the father. of VERA 
5 as the friend, the patient, the long · ſufftring 


friend of Britain? With what juſtice: and pro- | 


| priety then may we not image to ourſelves this | 
e 9425 l with the /bowels off fa - 
* Minn. £34 623 TIEN eit yo en + 


nne. t 26 FS. ei Y: 'S 31:1 3180 | 
therly pond a Ir ,over--her, (tl Arerching 

out his. hand to; this Painſaying pebple, and 
calling to them as to Iſrael of old, . Vou only 
have I known of all the families of che garth, 


and ſhall I not viſit, you for theſethiug : Rri. 


iin, what ſhall I dojſanto; thee? -Wihatricaw be 
done more for my vineynrd that hast not! been: 


done in it? Oh, Britain, hawe ſnall 1 gibe 


thee up? How ſhall I make thee a0 Hd mah? 


How, ſhall I ſer hee as Zeboim t᷑ Mine heart 
is turned within me, and my repentings are 
enkindled together. Turn thee; at! 
and I. will lay by che fierceneſs 'of mind Ange 


5 Know thou, in this thy ape eg one 
5 belong unto thy peace. Thus ſpeaks the pa“ 
tience, and the long-ſuffering of God. But if 


ye abuſe his patience; and ſet at ndught Hił Con- 


ſel; and iM none of his reproof, what fahs che | 


| holineſs,” "hs righteouſneſs, and the regal cha- 


racer of God? I have ſpoken unto you riling' 
early and ſpeaking, but ye eine | not unto 
me: F have ſent you my ſervants riſing up eatly 


and ſending them, faying, Return ye every 
man from his evil way, and amend yout 


doings z J but ye have not inclined 13 466! 
nor hearkened unto me: therefore thus ith 5 


the Lord God of hoſts, I will repent me 'of 


the good wherewith J faid' I would benefit : 
them, and I will bring upon the inhabitants 
of this land all the evil that I thought to do 


Ps unto — becauſe I have * unto them * 
£ n 
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but they have not heard, and I have called unto 
them but they have not anſwered. The 


prieſts and the people have tranſgreſſed very 


much, and polluted the heritage of God, they 
have mocked the meſſengers of God, they have 
deſpiſed his word, they have miſuſed his pro- 
Phets, therefore the wrath Uf the Lord ſhall ariſe 
againſt this people till there be no remedy.“ 
Theſe are ſerious words. There is ſome mean- 
ing in them: and that meaning, Britain, is not 
inapplicable to thee. For, ſay if it is not truer | 
of this than of any other land, that its pri- 
vileges and its mg reſemble the privileges wid 5 5 
the guilt of Iſrael. Say if it is not true that 

= the nf Lond: hath - taken =_ a gd 


hy appears not yet i in ite or in 80 5 


or in foreign quarrels and diſſenſions: but ap- 


ars it not in the inefficacy of Gos word and 


4 — * in the blindneſs of eye and hardneſs 
of heart that have ſeized this people? Appears 
it not in divided counſels and alienated affec- 
tions? Appears it not in the want of diſpoſition, 
or of power, or of ſucceſs to maintain the har- 
mony and union of the family of Britain? Ap- 
pears it not in the blood with which the coaſts 


of America have been ſtained, in the prompti- 


tude and zeal of her invaders, in the aſhes of 

her cities, in the ſword which ſhe has drawn, 
not, ſhe ſays, to injure you in any of your 
rights, but to maintain herſelf in the poſſeſſion. 


- 


1 


627) 


of what God and Nature gave her? When the 


Parent arms againſt the child, and the child 


againſt the parent, is the bleſſing of God, are 


the ſmiles of heaven on that family? Are ſuch 


diſſenſions the mildeſt, the gentleſt, and the 
earlieſt of God's judgments? Do they ſignify 
that his wrath is kindled but a little? Alas 
how great muſt the infatuation be, that can in- 
dulge to pleaſing viſions, in a circumſtance 
where Defeat and Victory a are alike inglorious 


and ruinous { * 


But what reaſon, ſome may aſk, for ſuch 
gloomy apprehenſions? Say not that the for- 
mer days were better than theſe; for in this 

thou ſayeſt not wiſely, What is there peculiar 


in the guilt of Britain now, that ſtill ſhe may 


not hope to ſee the ſun return after the clouds, 
that ſtill ſhe may not ſay unto herſelf «© I ſit a 
Queen among the illes, and ſhall ſee no ſor- 


row : $8 


1 will tell you one thing, and to that I could: 1 
at more: There is this peculiar in her preſent 
ſituation, that Britain never yet lay under the 


| tokens of divine diſpleaſure when ſhe did fo 
largely and ſo righteouſly deſerve them. Now, 


ſhe has abuſed more mercies, withſtood more 
' warnings, and pur the patience and forbearance 
of God to greater inſult, and to longer trial. 

As God will not always chide, ſo neither will he 
«7 always connive at fin to the encouragement of 
8 preſump- 


(38-3 

preſumptuous tranſgreſſion. His vengeance 
will not always ſleep. You could tell me of 
_ occaſions when © Awake, O ſword,” has been 
the language of God, and it may be that even 
now, you ſee its avenging gleams flaſhing on 
the guilty nations. Yet, ſtill, ſtill, notwith- 
ſtanding this, © becauſe ſentence againſt an evil 
work is not executed ſpeedily, the heart of 
the ſons of Britain is Tory: ſet 1 in them to do 
evil, * 


Nat. perhaps, you think that there are no evi- 
dences that the patience of God is wearing out: 
no e of decline: no ſigns of danger. 


5 "Jo thought Sodom and Comprrak. - 80 the 
Old World ſaid: So ſaid Babylon: So ſaid 
Judæa and Jeruſalem : and fo ſaid imperial 
Rome.—— There is always danger in departing 
from the living God. As he can ſave ſo he can 
deſtroy by what is little as well as by what is 
great; by few as perfectly as by many; ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly as well as perceptibly 
and by degrees. There are always in nature 
cauſes enow ſubſiſting, and inviſibly ſubſiſt. 
ing, to accompliſh the ruin of ——— = 
and nations in a thouſand different ways: | 


turn the fruitful field into a deſert; the _ 


of peace into a ſcene. of cruelty and devaſta- 
tion; the land of liberty into the habitation of 

_ chearleſs miſery and tyrannical oppreſſion, - ot 
45: but to alter the arrangements in a Stateſ- 
man' $ 
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man's head, it is but to excite a tremor in a 
E Soldier s heart, it is but to forbid the external | 
world to concur with their plans and purpoſes, | 
and the faireſt proſpects of victory and of proſ- 
perity are defeated. One blaſt of the breath of 
God can kindle up the flames that are already 
lighted, into a conflagration that ſhall utterly 
_ conſume all you love, and the hope of all that 
you deſire. With God it is but to ſay con- 
cerning any thing, © Let it be,” and it is. With 
means or without means, with your foreſight 


and expectation or without them, makes no dif- 
Fo ference t to God. Tg Mp 


7 Bur your adverſaries are as guilty as your 
ſelves; and if you have cauſe of apprehenſion, 
: what have they ? 1 c 


1 It may be ſo; I know not that it is: but 
if ſo you will have it, ſo let it be: and tell me, 
what pleaſure, what comfort can you find in 
the contemplation, who but the enemies of Bri- 
tain could rejoice in the contemplation, of the 


parent feeding on the carnage of her children, 


and herſelf at laſt expiring T7 the wounds of 


her deſcendants * 1 


1 But fees chaſe things are ſo, what is it to 
you? Have you any ſhare in the national deme- 
-rit? have you any power to controul the pur- 
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To the firſt of theſe i inquiries your own con- 
ſciences ſhall anſwer. Propoſe the queſtion to 
them in ſincerity and truth, and receive, what 

7 they ay to you, in meckneſs and humility. 


The ! of Sroviderics are uncontroula- 
ble. © God is of one mind, and wha can turn 
him? His counſel ſtandeth firm for ever, and 
the thoughts of his heart unto all generations.” 
Yet theſe, we know, are among the maxims of 
his government, © That it ſhall be well with 
the righteous : That tho' the ſacrifices of the 
. wicked ae abomination in his fight, the prayer 
of the upright is his delight.” — We know that 
there was a city where if ten righteous had been 
found, that city had been ſaved, We know 

too, that there was a people among whom tho? 

Noah, Daniel, and Job had been, that people 

| ſhould not have been ſaved; but Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, by their righteouſneſs, ſhould have deli- 

vered their own ſouls.—“ All things ſhall work 
together for good to thoſe who love God:“ 

They who forlake him not ſhall not be forſaken 

by him. ” : 


11555 then, my friends: Your country, your 
| adverſaries, your own ſouls are ſuitors to you 
for your prayers and your obedience. If you 
have any predilection for your native land; 

if you have any ſympathy for thoſe whom 
though Oceans ſeparate, yet the ſame blood, 
rhe ſame language, the ſame intereſts unite 
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them to you; if you have any feeling 1 


what is moſt tenderly beloved by you, for 
the wife of your boſom, for the friend of 
your heart, for the children of your hopes, 
„turn not away your ear from hearing the 
law, leſt Poſe 8 ſhould be abomination. RF 


That Britain gave you birth, mould this 
provoke you to plant a dagger in her heart? 
That America, your America acknowledges 

the ſame common parents; that ſhe accoſts you 

by all the tender names of friendſhip and of 


kindred, of father, ſon, and brother; that ſhe. 


is united to you by all the ſacred ties of 
| Chriſtian communion as well as natural rela- 
tion; ſhould this provoke you to dye her rivers 
with the blood of your own progeny, and to 

manure her fields with Woge own n fleſh ? EY 


"No, my friends, your virtues and your prayers 
ſhall do what can be done to ſtay the devouring 
ſword, and to bid both your country and your 


c—uyountry's adverſaries proſper. If that cannot 
be; if the decree is iſſued, and the ocean of 


divine judgments muſt ſwell till it overwhelms 
both the Weſtern and the Eaſtern world; your 
piety and duty will ſtill give you hope of ſome _ 
ſaving Ark, of ſome excepted Zoar, of ſome _ 
modern Pella, ſome ſecure aſylum, where you 


ſhall ſee the ruin and have no part in it.—— _ 


But that were a painful ſight—The better hope, 
and thanks be to God, the more probable ex- 


pectation 


* 1 is, that when the world. can be pro- 
RF: ied i longer by their virtues and their pray-. 4 
15 ers, the. righteous ſhall, be taken away from " 
the evil to come,“ by a timely and a hot un- 
welcome death tranſlated. to that better world, 


where C rows and Kingdoms, and all the Rr 
petitions of ther -ſhall be looked down upon 
as nothing, -and-where men of every nation, of 
every tongue, and of every kindred, whatever. 
were the interferences of their intereſts in this 


* world, ſhall be for ever ſafe, for ever ee 
and for ever bappy, 1 under, the ier and 


eee . or the God of Love. 
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